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While the sixteen-day shutdown was in progress…

It was the Wednesday before last that me and Mr. Carlen took a trip down 
to the Carrot Tree’s Williamsburg locale and were informed that the small 
eatery had received a call from a news syndicate inquiring as to how the 
proprietor, Glenn Helseth, was doing in lock up.  As it happens the 
journalist’s ‘buzz’ was premature and, as you’ll find out should you stop by 
the kitchen, the Carrot Tree makes no apologies for its brand of civil 
disobedience.

“We (feed) the people”, so the sign taped to both the window and front door 
of the Yorktown branch reads.  On the inside of the door is taped a long 
letter written by Jefferson (on the Constitution) and his bust dwells 
comfortably inside the federally owned building.  By now I hope that I’ve 
successfully defrayed a sense of the CT’s projected attitude.

Most of the controversy over the National Parks Service mandate is due to 
the fact that in-spite of being forced to close down the CT must continue to 
shell out for rent.  According to the National Parks Service there are two 
classes of Park Service buildings: concessions and leases.

The National Parks policy requires that all concessions (service rendering 
companies) remain closed during a governmental shutdown, of the type 
that is going on now, and the CT is classified under concessions.  This is 
because the Yorktown kitchen is, although privately owned and financed, 
located in the government owned Cole Digges house.  What this essentially 

http://greengolddispatch.com/2013/10/16/yorktown-kitchen-refuses-government-order-to-close-doors/


means is that the CT is mandated by the National Parks Service to lose 
money while the government shutdown is in progress.  In other words, 
because they are required to continue to pay rent and remain closed the 
company will be ‘in the red’ -so to speak- until the shutdown ends.  Also, as 
Dan Carlen points out, link above, “Twelve full-time employees and several 
seasonal employees (have been) affected by the closure of the two 
locations.”  Thus, all of the fuss.

The amount of verve with which the clientele of the CT have continued to 
frequent their restaurant of choice could make this affair somewhat 
profitable to the still open branches of the CT (whether or not this will offset 
the revenue of the closed Jamestown kitchen seems unlikely).  This is 
partially because of the not inconsiderable amount of new patrons who’ve 
stumbled their way into the kitchen by virtue of the scandal.

Careful observers will recall that the National Parks Service-Carrot Tree 
duo was in the local news about a year ago.  The news at that time was 
that the National Parks Service didn’t renew the CT’s ten year leasing 
contract in a timely manner.  In addition, there was mention that the 
updated contract would, or at least could, include higher rates and 
additional responsibilities for the CT (It takes three separate events to 
establish a pattern, right?).  The Young Repubs among us may be happy to 
find out that one of those who is pushing for the CT’s cause is U.S. Rep. 
Wittman (who has taken up the CT’s cause on both occasions). On the off 
chance that you’re interested- on the fourth of October, this year, Amanda 
Kerr of the Virginia Gazette summarized his role as consisting of the 
following:

“Wittman sent a letter to Dan Smith, superintendent of the Colonial National 
Historical Park, Thursday requesting equal treatment for all park tenants. 
The letter was also sent to the National Park Service legislative affairs 
office….Last year, Wittman assisted the Carrot Tree with contract 
negotiations to extend the restaurant’s contract with the park service at the 
Cole Digges House in Yorktown for another year.”

After the shutdown’s predictable close…
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Despite the call from an apparently misinformed reporter Helseth and his 
kitchen staff claimed to have, instead of a National Parks presence, a 
winning ticket.  The little kitchen’s locale has been flush with customers.  
And as I sit here writing this little article, just after the end of the partial 
shutdown, there have been no arrests.

Most of this turnout is undoubtedly due to the coverage that the CT story 
has been receiving.  It was, after all,  picked up by Fox News– it was even 
fitted with the absurd posturing and dishonest spinning that we all know 
and love from the conglomerate.
This seems to back what my belief has been all along: this shutdown was 
the result of poor political posturings and vapid, jejune political thought.  In 
fact this seems to be very nearly the consensus position (among my circles 
at least).
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