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Friday, December 18, 2015
By Daniel Mollenkamp, Staff writer

(Sentinel photo by Daniel Mollenkamp) Andrew Schmitz stands in his shop, which opened on August 18.
Schmitz graduated from a school for gun-smithing in Arizona in May.

LE MARS -- In an innocuous-looking building at 100 1/2 Plymouth Street NW rests a cache of
guns, each lovingly tended by Andrew Schmitz.

Schmitz, now 28, graduated from gunsmithing school in May.

By Aug. 18, he had opened a business in Le Mars, Schmitz Custom Arms, with his father, John
Schmitz.

Schmitz and his father spoke about the business and the process of becoming certified in front
of a .50 caliber Browning Machine Gun that Schmitz built from scratch.

Though many types of people call themselves gunsmiths, most of them don't mean quite the
same thing as Schmitz.

In a sense, Andrew is the gunsmith's gunsmith.

"The term gunsmith is very broad," John said. "To be a certified gunsmith means that you can
literally machine build, do whatever it takes."

Andrew initially went to school for engineering, but decided he didn't want to do it for a living.
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He switched majors and graduated with a degree in criminal justice.

While he was going to school, Andrew met a few guys that would go out shooting with him.

"We'd sit there and we go out shooting all the time, and I really enjoyed it. I really enjoyed just
cleaning my guns, taking them home and taking them apart, trying to figure out how they
worked," Andrew said.

After graduating, Andrew did an internship with the Le Mars Police Department.

He eventually tried his hand at designing his own gun.

"It never amounted to anything, just because I didn't have the know how. I was like 'God, I wish
I knew what I needed for tolerances and wall thickness and stuff,'" Andrew said.

He decided to go to gun school.

Andrew moved to Arizona to attend the gunsmithing program at Yavapai College in Prescott,
Arizona.

Back in the shop, Andrew continued describing the business.

"We'll do everything," Andrew said, listing retail, repairs and custom jobs.

According to John, the biggest push is for the gunsmithing side of the work, but the shop strives
to be a full service gun shop.

"[We] build stocks, action jobs, engravings, pretty much anything that has to do with a gun,"
John said.

"We can build from scratch," he added. "It's an expensive gun, but it can be done."

Andrew takes particular pleasure in working with rifles.

"It's trying to get the most accuracy you can," Andrew said while holding an old WWII military
gun he completely reworked. "That really gets me going."

He also enjoys challenging himself building new things.

However, one of the biggest surprises for Andrew has been pistol work.

He explained his process while manipulating a Remington 1911, a stock gun, explaining that he
smoothed out the gun's action.
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"Every gun that comes in, I put a lot of effort into them, trying to get it as nice as possible. And
usually it takes a little longer than it's supposed to, just cause I'm trying to do the best job that I
can on them," Andrew said.

Andrew contends that his effort is appreciated.

People will come in with multiple guns, saying they need him to work on their other guns
because of the excellent job he did on the initial gun they brought in.

John said they've heard encouraging notes from the community and nearby organizations.

"We've had guys come in and they're like 'Thank God someone's in town. We've needed
someone,'" Andrew said.

Though family members first expressed concern that there might not be a big enough demand
for gunsmithing in Le Mars, Andrew and John think the shop taps into a ready pool of demand.

"[When Andrew was young] there was a shirt shop, a screen printing shirt shop. And then the
husband had a little thing to the side where they sold guns. And by the time they closed shop,
you'd walk in there and there was a rack of shirts and the rest of the store, which was big, was
full of hunting equipment and everything else," John said. "That's where the revenue was, and
the demand was."

"We're hoping we'll have everybody's guns working like a charm here in Le Mars," John said.


